
Building a Sustainable 
Economy

PORTLAND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION



Portland Development Commission
·Our mission is to bring 

together resources to 
achieve Portlandôs vision 
of a diverse, sustainable 
community with healthy 
neighborhoods, a vibrant 
central city, a strong 
regional economy, and 
quality jobs and housing 
for all.



Å Approved by City Council in July 2009

Å Five year plan to create 10,000 jobs & a 
sustainable green economy

Economic Development 
Strategy: A Five-Year Plan 
for Promoting Job Creation 

and Economic Growth



A cluster is a group of 
geographically 
concentrated, inter -related 
firms

Examples: Hollywood film 
industry, Silicon Valley

Benefits:
ÅSkilled workers
ÅKnowledge spillover
ÅInnovation
ÅCoordinated advocacy 

Cluster Strategy



ÅDeploy limited resources in a strategic and catalytic fashion.

ÅDevelop a deep understanding of factors influencing competitiveness.

ÅInteract with groups of firms rather than isolated transactions.

ÅFacilitate industry -led innovation and interventions. 

ÅSend a clear signal to regional and state partners to align resources.  

Why a Cluster Strategy?



PDC will fuel traded sector job growth in Portland 
through a focus on four clusters:

Advanced 
Manufacturing

Cleantech Activewear Software


