


Central City Highlights

Oregon Sustainability Center

The OSC has moved from feasibility toward 
implementation, with tenant commitments for 
120,000 sq ft; partners are currently pursuing tenants 
to fill the remaining 80,000 sq. ft. The team is also 
exploring opportunities around the commercialization 
of new sustainable building products driven by the 
goals of the OSC. The project is forming funding 
partnerships with federal agencies, foundations, and 
private sector businesses willing to donate in-kind 
products to help make this the most efficient building 
in the world. The project is currently slated to go into 
schematic design in June 2010.

Eco Districts

The EcoDistrict Initiative is a multi-year strategy 
to create integrated districts which would capture, 
manage and reuse a majority of energy, water and 
waste on site.  PDC, P+OSI and district stakeholders 
are collaborating to develop a framework plan for five 
pilot districts, Lloyd District, PSU, South Waterfront, 
Gateway and Lents Urban Renewal Areas. 

Centennial Mills

A packed house gathered at a public open house on 
January 19, 2010 to hear about the development plans 
and proposed design for Centennial Mills, the Fields 

Park, and the connecting pedestrian bridge.  PDC is 
currently negotiating a Disposition and Development 
Agreement with Lab Holdings, the developer of 
Centennial Mills, to define the terms for implementing 
this catalytic project.

Portland Streetcar Loop Project

US Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood announced 
the award of $75 million in matching grants 
to pave the way for the new Portland 
Streetcar Loop project, supporting regional 
goals, including those recognizing the 
Central City as the region’s premier mixed-
use center. It will foster more intensive 
development provide a major contribution 
to reducing vehicle miles by connecting 
residents to existing and potential new employment 
centers. Supporting local manufacturers, City Council 
approved $20 million in state lottery bond dollars to 
purchase six streetcars from United Streetcar Inc.

South Waterfront/Innovation Quadrant

Portland was awarded a $23M TIGER federal grant for 
infrastructure improvements to SW Moody Avenue in 
the South Waterfront. All traffic from the South Water-
front district must flow through Moody to access the 
district. Full build-out means 10,000 jobs and 6,000 
units of housing.

Goal: Maximize Competitiveness

Cluster Highlights

Activewear

PDC and partners launched the Activewear Study, 
which will result in a genealogy map, white paper, 
and directory of the activewear industry. A survey, 
roundtable discussions, and interviews are guiding 
PDC about issues for activewear firms.

PDC assisted with the expansion of LaCrosse 
Footwear’s manufacturing facility, which is projected 
to increase by 50 jobs at the new location.    

In addition, the city and industry partners 
established a business plan for a materials 
resource library – the only one on the West 
Coast – to inspire local innovation among 
activewear and design firms, bringing us one 
step closer to a physical home for Portland 
Center of Design & Innovation.

Clean Tech

PDC is working with Clean Energy Works Portland 
to grow jobs in the energy efficiency cluster through 
an innovative home weatherization program. 
Regional solar companies are cooperating with 
Oregon Sustainability Center partners to provide 
and showcase materials for the building. Wind 
companies have helped earn the state $1.87 billion in 
stimulus funding and a #2 national ranking for wind 
development. The region landed five regional Clean 
Tech recruitments with over 300 projected new jobs. 
City officials traveled to Washington, DC on multiple 

occasions to garner support for Oregon Sustainability 
Center, Clean Energy Works, Materials Lab and 
Johnson Creek Floodplain industrial development.

Advanced Manufacturing

PDC and area partners conducted four manufacturing 
events focused on lean manufacturing, growing the 
regional supply chain, preparing manufacturers to 
pursue opportunities in the wind power industry, 
and highlighting PDC programs to grow businesses. 
Nearly 400 people participated in these four events. 
PDC helped launch the Connectory database with 
Business Oregon and the Pacific Northwest Defense 
Coalition, which will enhance opportunities for 
Portland manufacturers to promote and grow their 
businesses.   

Software

After hosting several software industry roundtable 
events to identify initiatives, the city is developing 
an entrepreneurial strategy to increase availability of 
capital, one of the main concerns raised in software 
industry discussions.

The City of Portland is leading by example, having 
launched the nation’s first regional software design 
contest, Civic Apps for Greater Portland; it also 
entered into contracts as early adopters of two 
emerging software companies in the Portland area: 
Zapproved and Greenprint. Portland submitted 
response to Google’s RFI for high-speed broadband 
infrastructure.

As a result of the Economic Development 
Strategy, PDC is ramping up efforts to invest 
in cluster firms. In the first six months, cluster 
firms received $1.2 million in funding.

In total, PDC’s business finance program made 
$2.6 million in business loans to 18 businesses, 
leveraging over $20 million in private investment 
and creating or retaining 558 jobs.

Businesses Awarded PDC Loans and Grants  
July 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009

	  Loans/Grants	 Businesses	 Projected Jobs 
Cluster	 Awarded	 Assisted  	 Retained /To Create

Activewear	 $335,000	 2	 34	 16

Advanced Manufacturing	 $0	 —	 —	 —

Clean Tech–Green  
Development	 $210,000	 2	 11	 11

Clean Tech–Energy  
Efficiency	 $150,000	 1	 14	 3

Software	 $500,000	 2	 30	 27

Non-cluster	 $1,435,000	 11	 307	 105

Total	 $2,630,500	 18	 396	 162
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The city of Portland has long been known as a 
leader in sustainability. That edge is evident in 
the way we continue to build our city.

Since 1990, there has been an eight percent 
decrease in energy use per job. Although 
Portland’s downtown makes up only about three 
percent of the city’s land area, about 20 percent 
of new businesses are in the Central City.  And, 
52 of the 77 LEED-certified buildings in Portland 
are in the Central City. 

Goal: Drive Urban Innovation

Note: method assumes 25 percent of gasoline consumption is for commercial purposes. 
This percentage is a “best guess” estimate that has not been verified by research. Since 
1990, energy use has increase by 10%, while unemployment increased 20%. The energy 
decrease may be attributed to decreased manufacturing, energy efficiencies, or both.
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LEED-Certified Buildings in Portland:  
2001 to 2009
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The recession hasn’t dampened our 
innovation! Patent activity is holding steady 
in the Portland area, keeping the region 
competitive.
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